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CRICKET WORLD CUP 2015 
Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [9.04 am]: On 30 July, I was delighted 
to announce that Western Australia will be part of cricket’s most prestigious global tournament—the 2015 ICC 
Cricket World Cup. The Cricket World Cup presents a once-in-a-generation opportunity for cricket lovers in 
WA to see the very best players in the world in our own backyard. Significantly, this event will provide a 
wonderful opportunity to promote Perth and Western Australia to important international markets, with an 
expected television audience of more than one billion people. 

Perth is one of 14 host cities across Australia and New Zealand, with 49 matches to be played across 44 days in 
February and March 2015. Western Australians can be excited about the quality of the three matches we have 
been able to secure during the tournament. The three matches will be played over a week at the WACA, during 
what promises to be an exciting festival of cricket. The first match will be played on Saturday, 28 February 
between India, the reigning World Cup champion, and a qualifier. The second match on Wednesday, 4 March 
will feature Australia, which is a great coup for the state, versus another qualifier. The final pool match being 
played at the WACA promises to be the most exciting, with India playing the West Indies, a side that many 
pundits predict will be competing for the title of World Cup champion in 2015. The subcontinent is a key 
strategic market across a range of industries for our state, not the least of which is tourism. The Indian cricket 
team has an enormous international following. The two matches they are playing in Perth present an ideal 
opportunity for WA to build on the emerging tourism market in that region. 

The legacy of this event will go beyond the three matches that are being played. The WACA’s media facilities 
will receive a significant upgrade to cater for the large international media contingent that will be following both 
the Indian and Australian teams. Of more importance, however, is the opportunity that will be presented for our 
younger generation to participate in an event of this scale and importance. I have no doubt that having the 
Cricket World Cup here on our doorstep will inspire kids across the state to pick up a bat or ball and to get 
involved and stay involved in sport. The state government’s commitment to the Cricket World Cup underlines 
the value that we as a government see in attracting major events to the state. We will be working closely with the 
tournament organisers over the next year or so to identify opportunities to leverage off this event and to ensure 
that communities across the state benefit through WA’s participation in the tournament. I am very much focused 
on the broader benefits that this event presents. In collaboration with the tournament organisers, I expect the state 
to deliver an event that will inspire young sportspeople and provide lifelong memories for cricket fans in this 
state. 
I would like to acknowledge the work done by the cross-government working party in securing the state’s 
participation in this event, and in particular the team at the Department of Sport and Recreation who worked 
tirelessly coordinating the state’s bid. 
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